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Wliat is claimed is: 



1. (Currently Amended) A method of providing protection against an une^^ected 
change in value of an iatellectixal property asset, con^risnig: 

(a) , olitaining a description of at kast one intellectual property asset of a first 

party, 

(b) . determining a value of said at least one intellectual property asset, 

(c) . determining a cost of providing condensation for an uneTcpected cbange in 
value of said at least one intellectual property asset, [and] 



(d) . ofibring to provide corntpensation for at least a portion of any une?q)ected 
change in vahie of said at least one intellectual property asset to a person with an interest 
in the first part y, and 

(e) obtaining a first fee in exchange for ofiering to provide compensation. 

2, (Canceled) 

3- (Original) A method according to claim 1, \^erein ^ep (d) inchides providing 
an evaluation of said at least one intellectual property asset 

4. (Current^ Amended) A method according to claim [2] L wherein step (d) 
includes providing an evaluation of said at least one intellectual property asset, 

(Original) A method according to claim 1, u^ierein steps (a) - (d) are executed 
by, or on behalf o^ an offeror, fiirth^ coii5)rising: 

(f) accepting the ofier to provide con^^isation, 

step (f) being executed by said person with an interest in the first party. 
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6. (Qrigmal) A method according to claim 5, wherdai step (f) includes paying a 
second fee to the offeror. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim [2] 1, v^erein steps (a) - 
(e) are executed by, or on behalf of; an ofGaror, further conapiisiDg: 

(f) accepting the ofier to provide condensation^ 
step (f) being executed by said person with an mterest in the first party. 

S. (Onginal) A method according to claim 7, \^erem step (f) inchides paying a 
second fee to the offeror. 

9. (Original) A method according to claim 1, A^erein said value includes at least 
one future vahie of said at least one intellectual property asset, and said unexpected 
change in vahie is determined at the time for vAndtx said at least one future value ivas 
d^ermtned. 



10. (Original) A method according to claim 9, wiierein said value further includes 
a cun?ent vahie of said at least one intellectual property asset. 

11. (Original) A method according to daim 1, vAerein said intellectual property 
asset includes at least one member selected Scorn the group consisting of patent rights^ 
patmt application rights, trademark rights, sendee mark ri^s, copyrigjitt rights, trade 
secret rights and trade dress rights. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Original) A method according to daim 1, wherein said person with an interest 
in the first party indudes at least one nsember sdectcd fi'om the groiq) consisting of an 
o£5cer of the first party, a director of the first party, a prospective purchaser of said at 
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least one itxtellectua) property asset, an officer of the prospective purchaser, and a director 
of the prospective pxirchaser. 

14. (Qrigjnal) A method according to claim 1, v^dierein said person with an interest 
in the first party includes at least one membea: selected fi-om the group consisting of a 
prospective purchaser of said at least one inteOectual property asset, an officer of the 
prospective purchaser, and a director of the prospective purchaser. 

15* (Original) A method according to claim 1, v^erein said unexpected change in 
value is based upon a legal determination of at least one of invalidity and unenforceability 
of said at least one intellectual property asset. 

16, (Canceled) 




17. (Qrignial) A method according to claim 1, wherein step (b) includes analyziag 
die validity of said at least one intellectual property asset. 



18. (Canceled) 

19. (Original) A mediod according to claim 1, wherem said at least one 
intellectual property asset includes at least one patent right 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Origmal) A method according to claim 1, v^^erein the ofier to provide 
compensation is made to said party with an interest in the first party in connection with 
trans&r of ownership of said at least one intellectual property asset to a second party. 
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22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Canceled) 
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